
 

Preparing for More       

Effective Concert Ministry 

Launching the 

School of Grace 

Recording with Joey Gore 

and with Tate Music Group 

Everyday Ministry at       

Laurel Hill United         

Methodist Church 

     I have been blessed as we 

enter 2017 to be given permis-

sion to pursue continuing educa-

tion goals that will dramatically 

improve my ability to play and 

perform the music I share. 

     I am also looking forward to 

sharing our music ministry in 

more predominantly black 

churches this year as God draws 

His people together. 

     We are seeking approval for 

continuing education credits for 

our live training event teaching 

the pathway of grace. This event 

will be the first of many to be 

recorded for on demand learning 

and online discipleship training. 

     Thanks for the encouragement 

and help that is already been 

offered to film, record, and pro-

duce these training courses. 

     Karen and I are going to enjoy 

some vacation time in January 

and while we are down in the 

Carolinas, I am meeting with our 

good friend Joey Gore, director 

of the Wilmington Celebration 

Choir. We are going to have 

some fun in the studio recording 

a demo of One Fine Day, a new 

versions of When I Survey the 

Wondrous Cross and  Amazing! 

      It is my high honor to serve as 

the pastor of Laurel Hill United 

Methodist Church at 1919 New 

Market Road in Henrico, VA. 

     I am living in the expectation of 

God allowing us to be here into 

our 7th year starting in 2017. As 

we anticipate uproar and shaking 

in the earth we expect grace to 

abound in revival and renewal in 

the church! 
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Pray with Us 

As one ministry friend 

shared, “You’re building the 

ramp this year to launch out 

into fulltime evangelistic  

ministry.”  As we make this a 

year of preparation, align 

yourself with us in prayer. 

Actively read this newsletter 

and discern how our ministry 

could build up, encourage, 

and equip you and your 

church to be more fruitful 

witnesses of the gospel. 

 

     When the angel appeared to Mary, Mary 

was distressed from one end of her brain 

to another and she was trying to find a rea-

sonable spot somewhere in there to ex-

plain what was going on. The angel replied, 

"Do not be afraid, you have found favor 

with God." (Luke 1: 30) Finding grace in the 

eyes of the Lord is what makes everything 

in life and in ministry possible.  

     When I preached this the second Sunday 

in Advent, there were four things that 

God's favor brought into being in our lives. 

 1. It builds something to carry us through 

the judgment that is to come. Whether an 

ark of safety or a relationship of faith in 

Jesus we all need God's grace to build 

something that will lift us beyond the tu-

mult and storms of this present age. 

2. It births something that allows God to 

fulfill His promises through us.  

3. It bestows something of God's Spirit that 

lightens the load of responsibility felt by 

one  and lifts others to share with us the 

work of ministry.  4. It brings us to behold 

and believe that with God the impossible 

can become possible.  

     Where do you need God’s favor in your 

life? Where do you need for grace to be 

sufficient? 
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restoring of our souls, and in 

the reformation of our priori-

ties and habits.      

4.  Grace then calls us again to 

be a blessing and a witness of 

grace in the power of the Spirit. 

5.  Grace then holds us ac-

countable to bring life, making 

a difference by the urgent and 

passionate way we love and 

sacrifice ourselves for others.   

6.  Grace will finally lead us to 

breakthrough where we move 

forward with the Lord into a 

new level of repentance and 

faith and… 

     Gary Keller and Jay Papasan 

in their book, One Thing: The 

Surprisingly Simple Truth Be-

hind Extraordinary Results, 

point to the power of following 

this kind of sequence. “Getting 

extraordinary results is all 

about creating a domino effect 

in your life. Toppling dominoes 

is pretty straightforward. You 

line them up and tip over the 

first one. In the real world, 

though, it’s a bit more compli- 

cated.  The challenge is that life 

doesn’t line up everything for us 

and say, ‘Here’s where you should 

start’. Highly successful people 

know this. So every day they line 

up their priorities anew, find the 

lead domino, and whack away at it 

until it falls.  

     Why does this approach work? 

Because extraordinary success is 

sequential, not simultaneous. What 

starts out linear becomes geomet-

ric. You do the right thing and then 

you do the next right thing. Over 

time it adds up, and the geometric 

potential of success is unleashed. 

The domino effect applies to the 

big picture, like your work or busi-

ness, and it applies to the smallest 

moment in each day when you’re 

trying to decide what to do next. 

Success builds on success, and as 

this happens, over and over, you 

move towards the highest success 

possible.” (p. 12)  

     Read the sequence of grace 

again. Align your priority anew with 

the Lord. Find the one thing God 

wants for you now and whack 

away until it reveals what’s next!  

 

     Jesus said, “I am the Way, 

the Truth, and the Life. No one 

makes progress to the Father 

except by me.” (John 14: 6) 

And, for us to be successful we 

need to learn the sequence in 

which God’s grace works in our 

lives.                                              

1. Grace begins (always) with a 

call to repentance. What is 

repentance? It is the alignment 

of our life to God’s in Jesus 

Christ. It is experiencing the 

divine ‘with-ness’ of for-

giveness and reconciliation 

through Jesus Christ that turns 

us from our own way into the 

way of God.                                 

2. Grace then requires we be-

lieve in the good news of Jesus 

and exchange the bias and 

blindness of sin for the truth of 

God’s Word.                                

3. Grace then guides us to build 

up our faith: praying, listening, 

learning to be transformed by 

the renewing of our minds, the  

     Most of us know that we 

have been commanded by Je-

sus to seek first the kingdom of 

God and its righteousness and 

all these other things will be 

added to us. But, how do we 

make the decision about what 

that is? 

     Ross Garber said, “There can 

only be one most important 

thing. Many things may be 

important, but only one can be 

the most important.” The book, 

The One Thing: The Surprisingly 

Simple Truth Behind Extraordi-

nary Results, by Gary Keller 

with Jay Papasan can help you 

determine that most important 

thing and how to pursue it. 

     From principled helps like 

the domino effect and the fo-

cusing question, you will have 

abundant instruction in being 

both fruitful and effective. 

     They will also dispel myths 

about achievement and set you 

on a path to form success hab-

its that can change your life. 

Determine your purpose. Set 

your priority and get busy being 

productive fulfilling it. This 

book is a great read. 

     Let me know what you think 

about The One Thing. 

Waking Up to Grace 

Our Latest Music 

     That pattern of getting into the 

system and being drawn back out 

has repeated itself multiple times. 

Out of all that, two things stand 

out.  

     The first was the world’s longest 

sermon that I preached in April of 

2003 (51 hours and 35 minutes) 

and the motivation behind it. What 

was that? It was finding the answer 

to the question: What could I do, in 

a given time and a given place to 

make the gospel as unavoidable as 

possible? 

     The second happened as I 

preached through the Bible in 

2004. It was then, God revealed the 

pathway of grace to me and how it 

confronted and overcame the path 

of sin. Preaching that, teaching 

that, and helping people to see and 

follow it, has become a consuming 

passion. 

     So, what matters most to me? 

Having the opportunity to share 

this gospel of grace through any 

and all means: praying, preaching, 

teaching, singing, writing, or any 

other way I can think of, to bring 

people to an unavoidable experi-

ence of the grace and joy that is in 

Jesus Christ our Lord, starting with 

myself and working outwards from 

there! 

     Pray for me and our board of 

directors how this next year will be 

a year of transitioning into making 

what matters most what matters 

most in a focused and fulltime fash-

ion.  

 

       

taking, picturesque snapshots of 

nature than the ones Matt takes. 

     If you see one you like, message 

him and make a good offer for a 

print and tell him I sent you. 

     Here are a couple more just for 

fun.  

      

     Going off to seminary brought 

forth many powerful experiences of 

God’s presence, healing, and reve-

lation. Yet, I still followed the track 

set for everyone in my United 

Methodist denomination. I was 

licensed to preach and got my first 

appointment in 1984. 

     I had thought God was calling 

me to teach but there I was, a local 

pastor. If ever there was a flop in 

ministry I felt like it was me. 

     I sought to be appointed as a 

conference evangelist but I would 

needed to have flopped for eight 

more years and instead withdrew 

and came back home to Virginia, 

trying to travel and share the gos-

pel through music and song. 

     When I first felt God’s call upon 

my life, I believed God was calling 

me to work outside the walls of the 

church to bring people into a rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ.  I  wasn’t 

sure what that would look like so I 

was drawn into the process every-

one else followed. I declared myself 

as a candidate for ministry and was 

approved by my local church.  

     I experienced the work of minis-

try and remember the horrifying 

realization of what my life would be 

like left to my own strength. Be-

tween college and seminary, I be-

came desperate for the Holy Spirit 

and God answered my prayers, 

halting and exploratory as they 

were.  

Q: Where can you find the best 

amateur photographs on           

Facebook? 

     I will admit I am partial when I 

answer this question but, I believe 

you will find the best pictures on 

Facebook on Matt Mason’s page. 

He is the Matt Mason that works 

for Abbot Labs in Brookneal, VA. 

     Matt is Karen’s cousin and I be-

lieve you will not find more breath- 

Our latest project recorded 

through the Tate Music Group 

is Waking Up to Grace.  A mix 

of original songs and retuned 

hymns, Norman again presents 

encouragement and strength 

for your soul. Songs include:  

1.When I Wake Up,                    

2. Save Me,                                  

3. Because of the Day,               

4. Amazing,                                  

5. When I Survey the Wondrous 

Cross,                                            

6. When I Pray,                            

7. Free at Last,                            

8. O For a Thousand Tongues to 

Sing. 

What’s in a name?  A whole lot. 

That’s why I’m changing the 

name of the blog from Norman 

Ramsey to Grace Tribe.  I want 

to emphasize the grace of Je-

sus, not myself. My mission: 

teach the way of grace to as 

many people as possible, 

starting with you. I invite you to 

be a member of the Grace Tribe 

and join with me in making the 

grace and joy of Jesus our una-

voidable experience. 

Why We Changed the Name 

of Our Blog 

All About Grace 

What Matters Most to Me? 

“To get through the hardest 
journey we need take only one 

step, but we must keep on 

stepping.” Chinese Proverb 


